
Order of the Acting Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health Directing Face
Coverings in School Entities

Frequently Asked Questions (Updated September 15, 2021)

* donates update

Will the order be implemented and enforced by the Susquenita School District?
Yes, This is a legal and enforceable order under the PA Department of Health, and therefore the
officers of Susquenita School District are required to implement and enforce the face covering
order. The Order requires all teachers, students, staff and visitors to wear a face covering
indoors at school.

What type of face covering complies with this Order?
The Order requires individuals to wear a "face covering." "Face covering" means covering of the
nose and mouth with material that is secured to the head with ties, straps, or loops over the ears
or is wrapped around the lower face. A "face covering" can be made of a variety of synthetic or
natural fabrics, including cotton, silk or linen. A "face covering" may be factory made, sewn by
hand, or be improvised from household items, including, but not limited to, scarfs, bandanas,
t-shirts, sweatshirts, or towels.

Does this order apply to outdoor classroom activities or outdoor extracurricular activities
for students, staff, visitors, or spectators?
No.

Will contact tracing still need to occur for positive cases?
Yes, however, individuals recommended for quarantine may be reduced given the guidance
provided by the CDC regarding the wearing of face coverings in a K-12 school setting.
There is still the potential for quarantine recommendations to occur due to close contact-based
situations where face coverings are not worn such as lunch and extracurricular activities.

* What documentation is needed for students and staff members who wish to claim a
medical exemption?
Children two years and older are required to wear a face covering unless they meet an
exception to the Face Covering Order as outlined in Section 3B.

If you believe that your son/daughter qualifies for an exception to the order, please contact
your student’s building principal for assistance with the Susquenita School District’s Request
for Face Covering Exemption and Certification form and discussion of the process.
Individuals wishing to proceed with a request for a face covering exemption must carefully
review, complete the exemption and certification form, and submit a signed hard copy of the
form along with any related health care provider supporting information to the school’s main
office.
Requests for exceptions are not automatically granted, but rather a multidisciplinary team will
review each request individually along with any supporting medical paperwork. As per the order,
if an exception is granted, alternatives to face coverings, including the use of face shields, will
be considered.



For more information please refer to a letter sent to School Administrators dated 9-10-21 from
the PA Department of Education (PDE) which can be found on the PDE website or by clicking
on PDE Letter

Do individuals need to wear face coverings when working alone in offices or
classrooms?
No, there is an exemption when working alone and isolated from others.

Do individuals need to wear face coverings when eating lunch?
No, there is an exemption when eating or drinking.

Do individuals need to wear face coverings when playing an instrument?
No, there is an exemption when playing instruments. However, music teachers are advised to
spread students out to six feet and even use outdoor spaces when playing musical instruments.

Do individuals need to wear face coverings during indoor physical education classes?
No, there is an exemption for indoor physical education classes as long as it is in a well
-ventilated area and students are able maintain six feet of separation from others.

Do students need to wear face coverings when playing an indoor sport during a practice
or contest?
No, there is an exemption when playing indoor sports. However, face coverings must be worn
when not actually participating in indoor sports including in the locker room, during team
meetings, and when not able to maintain six feet of separation from others.

Do adults at indoor sporting practices and events including coaches and spectators need
to wear masks?
Yes.

Do groups using the school after hours have to follow the face mask order?
Yes. The Order applies to all activities occurring indoors in the school entity, regardless of when
the activity occurs.

*Do I still need to wear a face covering on the school bus, if granted an exception to the
PA Department of Health order?
Yes, the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and CDC Executive Order is still in place.
This also greatly reduces the contact tracing that can occur on the bus. Therefore, to and from
school and during school activity trips, students and drivers must wear face coverings.

Are other mitigation protocols being employed at Susquenita School District?
Yes! Layered strategies are in place in the district in an attempt to mitigate the spread of
respiratory illnesses. These protocols include, but are not limited to:

● Routine and regular electrostatic spraying of classrooms and common areas
● Promoting hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette.
● Regular servicing and maintenance of HVAC systems for proper air exchange
● Physical distancing to the greatest extent possible.
● Engaging in contact tracing when COVID positive cases are identified

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/messages/September2021/Pages/September10.aspx


● Providing information regarding symptom monitoring, testing, and vaccination

For more detailed mitigation strategies, please refer to the Susquenita School District Health
and Safety Plan which can be found through the link below.

Current Health and Safety Plan

https://www.susq.k12.pa.us/cms/lib/PA02209671/Centricity/Domain/4/ESSER%20Health%20and%20Safety%20Plan.pdf

